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organs or faculties of seeing, hearing, feeling, tasting, smell-
ing, and knowing, he calls the inward senses. These same
organs, as they come in contact with exterior objects, are
called exterior senses. The faculty inherent in each of
the senses whereby is operated the action between the
organ and its object is designated by the appellation of
the life of the senses, as, for instance, the eye seeing, the
ear hearing, &c. In this treble mode of considering the
senses, what do we meet with but form and name, ideas
and matter ? Supposing the organ of seeing to exist, and
an object to be seen, there will necessarily result, as an
essential consequence, the perception or idea of such a
thing. Even as regards the mano, where there exists the
heart on one side, and truth on the other, there will follow
immediately the idea or perception of truth.

This materialist doctrine, if the meaning of our author
be accurately understood, is further confirmed by the
method he proposes for carrying on the investigation re-
specting the nature of things. He who desires to penetrate
deeply into such a sublime science must have recourse to
the help of meditation. Having selected an object, he
considers it by the means of ivitekka. He passes succes-
sively through the ideas and impressions he derives from
the contemplation, of such an object. He then says to
himself: the ideas obtained by means of witekka, or
the first degree of dzan, or meditation, are nothing but nam-
damma, since their nature is to offer themselves to the
arom, as the thought to its object. But where is the seat
of that arom ? It resides in the substance of the heart,
which, in reality, affords asylum both to it and to the nam-
damma. It is nowhere else to be found. But what is the
heart ? Whence does it come ? By what is it formed ?
To these three questions we answer, that the heart is com-
posed of the four elements. It is but one and the same
thing with them. This startling doctrine is explicit, and
.excludes at once the idea of a spiritual substance.

Our author has now reached the elements of the parts